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HOUSE BI LL 2026

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Hunt , Shabr o, McDer not t Ni xon, Wal | ace,
Arnmstrong, Sinpson, Darneille, Meller and Berkey

Read first tinme 02/19/2003. Referred to Commttee on State
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to daily counting of absentee ballots; anmendi ng RCW
29. 62. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.62.020 and 1999 ¢ 259 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) ((At—+east)) Every ((t+hi+rd)) day after a special election,
primary, or general election and before certification of the election
results, except Saturdays, Sundays, and |egal holidays, the county
audi tor shall convene the county canvassi ng board or their designees to
process absentee ballots and canvass the votes cast at that special
el ection, primary, or general election, if the county auditor is in
possession of nore than twenty-five ballots that have yet to be
canvassed. The county auditor nmay use his or her discretion in
determ ning when to convene the canvassing board or their designees
during the final four days before the certification of election results
in order to protect the secrecy of any ballot.

Each absentee ball ot previously not canvassed that was received by

the county auditor ((t+wo—days—er—nore)) before the convening of the

canvassi ng board or their designees and that either was received by the
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county auditor before the closing of the polls on the day of the
speci al election, primary, or general election for which it was issued,
or that bears a date of mailing on or before the special election,
primary, or general election for which it was issued, nust be processed
at that tine. The tabulation of votes that results from that day's
canvass nmust be nmade available to the general public imrediately upon
conpl etion of the canvass.

(2) On the tenth day after a special election or a primary and on
the fifteenth day after a general election, the canvassing board shal
conplete the canvass and certify the results. Each absentee ball ot
that was returned before the closing of the polls on the date of the
primary or election for which it was issued, and each absentee ball ot
with a date of nmailing on or before the date of the primary or el ection
for which it was issued and received on or before the date on which the
primary or election is certified, shall be included in the canvass
report.

(3) At the request of any caucus of the state legislature, the
county auditor shall transmt copies of all unofficial returns of state
and legislative primaries or elections prepared by or for the county
canvassing board to either the secretary of the senate or the chief
clerk of the house.

~-- END ---
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